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Building Beloved Community at Laurel

by Betsy Goulet

In July of 2025 a small group of
Laurel congregants attended an
event on immigration hosted by the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
This event served as the launch of
the Safe Community Team at Laurel
and prompted numerous discussions
about outreach and collaboration,
utilizing resources from the IGRC
event. Organized and led initially by
Sara Lopinski, the team members
(Terry Harter, Kelley Davidson, Ruth
Ann and John Hamilton, Jerry King,
Paul Larson, Jan and Bob Grant &
Betsy Goulet) began meeting, often
joined by Rev. Lolling, to explore
how the ad hoc group could help

to identify and expand mission in
the community. The timing of the
team’s meetings coincided with the
publication of a book written by the
UMC Council of Bishops “Building
Beloved Community: the Courage to
Love in the Face of Tyranny.” A quick
review of the book was all it took for
the team to embrace the vision for

a book study at Laurel that would
welcome and encourage all voices in
these troubling times.

On April 13th nearly 70 participants
from our congregation gathered for
the first of five sessions to engage
in building beloved community at
Laurel. Reverend Lolling opened
the sessions with prayer, members
of the team served as facilitators for
the book chapters, and additional
book study members volunteered
to facilitate the small group discus-
sions - Craig and Kathy Sweet, and

Martha Harter. Reverend Lolling
moved among the tables to join in
the lively discussions aimed at creat-
ing a roadmap for future activities
that align with the book’s frame-
work for beloved communities. The
book study group concluded the
final chapters May 11th with the
plan to reconvene at the end of May
for strategic planning. Participants
were asked to complete a brief
survey to help inform the strategic
planning, with inquiries focused

on how our Beloved Community at
Laurel would prioritize those con-
cerns, issues and interests that were

identified.

On May 26th small group discus-
sions produced a significant and
varied response to what growing our
Beloved Community might look like
at Laurel - envisioned across three
categories: personal spiritual growth,
LUMC involvement locally, and life
in our community/outreach. Just a
few of the many ideas included:

 An additional book study focused
on Christian Nationalism or White
Supremacy

* Fellowship dinners with speakers
from different agencies and orga-
nizations

* Relationship building with other
UMC churches

* Signage on and in our building
that expresses inclusiveness

Building
Beloved

The Linited Mathodist Council of Bishops ::

“We invite you to join us — United
Methodist laity and clergy around
the world as we read, study, and
share this resource as a prelude to
prayerful and loving actions. Let
us love the Lord our God with all
our heart, soul, mind, and strength,
and our neighbors as ourselves.”
Building Beloved Community:

The Courage to Love in the Face
of Tyranny

The United Methodist Council of
Bishops, November 2025

Our Bishops provided an insightful
guide for Building Beloved Commu-
nity grounded in our faith tradition
where we are called to “remake our
hostility-filled communities into
those where justice and love reign
true” and where we are asked to
consider “what would our church
look like, feel like, and be like if the
beloved community became real for
us?” Please join us as we strive to
find out.



Grounds Crew.

Grounds Keepers Alert!

Thank you to all the faithful coffee fellowship volunteers who set up and
serve on a regular basis. Coffee Fellowship is in desperate need of more
volunteers to take a turn once every 6 weeks to set up on Fridays or
serve on Sundays. It may become necessary to have no service some
Sunday mornings if volunteers are not available. Ask a current provider
about the routine or contact Karen Ettinger if you are willing to join the
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Laurel’s Stephen
Ministry Closure

Since 1987 Laurel United Methodist Church has had a
Stephen Ministry Program. This is a quiet ministry in
which a Stephen Minister supports an individual who
is going through a difficult time. Throughout the past
40 years many Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders
from Laurel have been trained and have provided quali-
ty care for others. Laurel’s Stephen Minister program is
one of the oldest in Springfield and has been very active
throughout the years.

After the Covid pandemic, there has been a significant
drop in requests for a Stephen Minister. Some other
churches in Springfield have been going through the
same issue as we have. Due to the minimal requests
for Stephen Ministers, it has been decided that Lau-
rel’s Stephen Minister Program will no longer be active
going forward.

We thank all the Stephen Ministers and Stephen Lead-
ers over the past 40 years who have given many hours
of their time to encourage and uplift others. Their
caring hearts and polished skills have been felt by many.
Also, thanks to Laurel’s congregation and Care Receiv-
ers who have been supportive of the program through-
out the years.
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Diaper Depot
Rolls Along!

The Diaper Depot mission was
founded by Kathryn Gowda . 1
with one mission in mind, help Dlap ef Dep Ot
families in the community at

keep clean diapers on their Methodist Church

babies. 4

The need in our community is great. On average each
month the Diaper Depot is giving away more diapers,
books, and bib/burp rag sets than the previous month.
This year over 2,000 packs of diapers have been given
away already! This is thanks to the generous donors

at Laurel that give to this mission monthly, as well as
several grants from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
that Kathryn was able to secure over the past couple of
years. We are also blessed by Stitch ‘N Go who pro-
vides hand-made bib/burp cloth sets to give away each
month.

Laurel Upited

Going forward, Tiffany LeVeque and Jeff Marcy are
looking to continue the growth of this much needed
mission at Laurel. With the cost of living increasing
exponentially, and cuts to food assistance and other
services for at risk families, there are more and more
families facing hardships. Our hard-working volunteers
donate their time and energy for the reward of seeing
the happy families and hearing their gratitude. If you
have worked a shift at the Diaper Depot, you can attest
to the physical and sometimes emotional demands of
fulfilling this mission, that is so important now more
than ever. If you would like to volunteer for the Diaper
Depot, we always welcome you and there is a job for
everyone in this mission. If you would like to give to the
Diaper Depot, your donations are more than appreci-
ated. You can specify to give to Diaper Depot on your
Sunday offering envelope. And again, we are more than
grateful to all of our donors, volunteers, and the IGRC
for keeping this mission alive and thriving!

— Tiffany LeVeque



Members of Lydia Circle, and three special helpers, packed 270 Personal
Dignity Kits for Midwest Mission on Tuesday evening, April 28. The Circle is
grateful for the support of the Laurel congregation in this special mission!

2\ Thank You
2 Y from
SNG!

Stitch ‘n Go wish-
es to thank all who
purchased carnations in honor
or memory of mothers and other
special ladies for Mother’s Day.
Special thanks to Doug Hahn for
his continued support ordering
the carnations and arranging the
floral display. In addition, thanks
to Tiffany LeVeque for creation of
the beautiful pamphlet listing the
donors and recipients. We truly

appreciate everyone’s support of this

Laurel tradition.

Laurel UMC was a recipient of a
framed quilted cross masterfully
created by Stitch ‘n Go-er Jan Gray.
Check out her masterpiece now
displayed in Fellowship Hall. Many
thanks to Jan!

Stitch ‘n Go sent a patriotic fleece
blanket to former church mem-

ber who crew up at Laurel, US

Army Colonel Tyler B. Partridge,
Commander of the 101st Combat
Aviation Brigade stationed at Fort
Campbell. He texted this photo
saying he might have competition for
the blanket with others in the family!
Many thanks to the go-between, Pat
Kuster!



Grow your Mind, Read

Are you planting - flowers, veggies? Walk in the
Library and discover the gardening books!! There
are ideas from traditional gardening to gardening in
pots. Look at the Gardening with kids ideas!!

Anyone can check out books from our library. If you
do not currently attend Laurel United Methodist
Church, or you think we may not have your informa-
tion, all you need to do is fill out a short registration
with contact information card and then find a great
read to check out!!

We utilize a card and pocket system. To check out a
book simply sign your name on the card and leave
it in the front of the file box on the shelf in the back
corner of the library.

Don’t have time to visit the Library on Sunday
mornings, come during the week. When the church
is open, the library is open. Feel free to stop by and
find a book. We have a wide selection for every age
group and reading level.

The summer camping schedule is out and there are
camps with a wide range of interests and age groups.
Pick up a list of camps in the parlor or ask JoAnn
Overholt. The list includes camps at Eastbay, Little
Grassy and Epworth.

Baby Fold ¢ July 11 - 17 « For this
camp you must have completed your
freshman year. For more information
about this camp, ask John Hamil-
ton, Gary Bacon or JoAnn Overholt.
Remember that Laurel will pay part

w’!}g nd @ . .
rene of your registration fee.

Thank Uous

Thank you to all who helped with the making and
delivering the flowers for Blooms in June. A special
thank you to Carol Reikstins for securing the flowers
and washing all the vases. Also thank you to those who
donated flowers and Hosta leaves for the arrangements.
There are many who appreciate the thought and flow-
ers. —Atsuko and Kent Lolling

On Sunday, May 31, Laurel members made a total

of 596 PBJ sandwiches and donated 371 bottles of
water. It takes a village to make this happen. From
donations of water, peanut butter, jam, and bread to
people bringing in sandwiches they made at home (Pat
Kuster, Cindy Nagle, Sandy Jurgens, and Rocky Coo-
per). People bagging sandwiches to help the process

go faster and smoother. People helping load water and
boxes of sandwiches into Kathy Smith’s car to be deliv-
ered. People cleaning the sticky, peanut butter covered
silverware and finished jars of jam and peanut butter
so they can be recycled. Mike and I took home all the
open jars of peanut butter and jam and made an addi-
tional 98 sandwiches to get us over 500 sandwiches. We
donated two open jars of peanut butter to the Scribbles
program. We were able to freeze 8 loaves of bread for
next time. Thank you for your time, talents, generosity,
and devotion to this Ministry. This could not happen
without you!! Thanks, Cheryl

Laurel United Method-
ist Church, Thank you
for supporting Sleep in
Heavenly Peace Spring-
field, Illinois chapter for
April ‘26. We appreciate
the opportunity to show
what we do to serve
children in our commu-
nity. Thank you for your
donations of sheet sets,
pillows, and comforters
to use when we deliver
the beds/bunks to fami-
lies. Thank you again!

Tim, Denise, and Andrew
at Springfield, Illinois
Sleep in Heavenly Peace



od 5 Flousekeeping

Caring Prayer List

June 14th -- June 20th

Elmina Carroll, Henry Hagen, Mar-
ilyn Hindson, Dick & Cindy Nagle,
Terry & Debbie Neatherly, Carla &
Grady Peavy

June 21st -- June 27th

Bruce & Susan Dubre, Jim &
Georgia Luckey and Family, Dottie
Troop, Andy & Deb VanDeVoort,
Bob & Bev Westberg, Greg & Carol
Young and Family

June 28th -- July 4th

Jim & Nancy Berendt, Carolyn
Fritz, Sandra Fritz, Mark & Robin
Gauss, Patsy Lozosky, Joe & Rosalie
McCafferty

July 5th -- July 11th

Mark & Kelli Ford and Family, Rick
Gosch & Pat Gallagher, Bradley
Hermann, Jeffrey & Shelley Her-
mann, Alina Lysohir and Family

July 12th -- July 18th

Gail Lehmann, Gary & Lori Maltby,
Sharon Poynter, Joanne Riedesel,
Richard & Rita Riedesel and Family,
Bob & Jan Grant

Happy Anniversary

Paul & Jackie Carey will celebrate
their 59th wedding anniversary on
June 17th.

Linc & Gean Cochran will celebrate
their 59th wedding anniversary on
June 17th.

John & Ruth Ann Hamilton will
celebrate their 59th wedding anni-
versary on June 18th.

Terry & Debbie Neatherly will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversa-
ry on June 19th.

Tom & Nancy Wilkison will cele-
brate their 63rd wedding anniversa-
ry on June 22nd.

Ron & Sue Riggle will celebrate
their 60th wedding anniversary on
June 25th.

Ruth & Stan White will celebrate
their 52nd wedding anniversary on
June 27th.

Den & Bev Koller will celebrate
their 56th wedding anniversary on
June 29th.

Bill & Joy Sherman will celebrate
their 52nd wedding anniversary on
July 6th.

Joe & Rosalie McCafferty will cele-
brate their 50th wedding anniversa-
ry on July 9th.

"UNITED METHODIST CHURCH VOLUNTEERS
IN MISSION INTERNATIONAL (VIM)

Dana’s First Mission Trip
..continued from the May 2026, Laurel Leaf

i As reported last month: Dana joined the

Volunteers In Mission International (VIMI),

a non-profit connected with the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, to help Sagbayan UMC, in
Bohol, Philippines, and its pastor, the Rev. Lys-
ter Patigdas, launch the soon-to-be Santa Cruz
UMC, making it only the second UMC in this
large island of 1.5 million people. Go to
www.laurelumchurch.org/events to read more!

Happy Birthday

Donna Grove will celebrate her
92nd birthday on June 17th.

Shirley Davison will celebrate her
92nd birthday on June 24th.

Carol Brillhart will celebrate her
90th birthday on June 29th.

Upcoming Events

Father’s Day Fishing
CANCELLED

Diaper Depot

June 20th & July 18th
10am-Noon LUMC Parking Lot
No early arrivals

Stitch ‘N Go

June 23rd & July 14th
9:30am - 2:30pm
Fellowship Hall

Book Club
July 7th, 6:00pm
Room 201

Special Offerings

January 2026:
Human Relations Day- $485.00
Wooden it be Lovely - $1415.00

February 2026:

Washington Street Mission-
$1690.00

Camping Scholarships — 1453.00

March 2026:
UMCOR Sunday - $1187.00
Helping Hands - $742.00

April 2026:

Native American Sunday - $850.50
Sleep in Heavenly Peace - $1804.00
Miracle Sunday, it is now $2730.00
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If you know of families, friends and neighbors that may benefit from
this program, please pass the information on.

01n Scribbles 2026/27

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30am-11:30am
at Laurel United Methodist Church
All pre-school age children are welcome
$30.00 a month - Registration is Required

Our Pre K program is for preschool aged children and includes story
time, fun activities, music, crafts, games, and a snack. This education-
al program is a safe nurturing environment where children experi-
ence the love of God and the wonders of His creation. Learning expe-
riences include language and pre reading skills, math skills, scientific
learning, fine motor skills and reasoning skills.

This is a great time for parents to shop, run errands or just have some
down time for themselves while their children having fun through
active learning experiences.

If you have questions please contact JoAnn Overholt at
joverholt@laurelumchurch.org or call /text 217-652-8137

Register in person or by calling the church office at 217-525-1866.

Laurel United
Methodist Church

631 South Grand Avenue West,
Springfield, IL 62704

217-525-1866
www.laurelumchurch.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays at 8:30am
Waorship with God's House Band

Sundays at 9:30am
Blended Worship with Choirs and
Asbury Bells

Sundays at 9:30am

Faith Formation

(Sunday school for adults and
children)

Sundays at 10:45am
Traditional Worship with Chancel
Choir and Asbury Bells

At Laurel you'll find a welcom-
ing community that cares about
others, including YOU.




