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elevator.

Some of the needs include:

Book Bags, (last year the book bags
were amazing and so cute),
Notebooks, White note book paper,
Markers, Colored pencils,

Last year we divided the school
supplies between Butler school, and
Kumler Neighborhood Ministries
and had enough to fulfill their needs.

It was awesome!!

The time has come again...stores
are putting out supplies so let’s fill
the big wire tub!! It will be by the

July Mission: School Supplies

It’s hard to realize we need to think about school supplies already!!

24 Crayons, Pencil sharpeners w/top
covers, Folders with pockets, Child
Scissors (Fiskars), Rulers (standard
and metric), Ball point pens (blue or
black), Pink erasers, #2 Pencils with
erasers, White Glue or glue sticks,
Highlighters, Dry erase markers

Many stores have school supply

lists from the schools your children
attend in the store for you to view.
Your children can look for their own
supplies and buy extra for another
child! Thanks to all of you for having
a heart for Mission!!

Baby Fold Camp Prayers
gﬁa} This year, Baby Fold Camp week

is July 11-18. Catheryn Piper will
be attending East Bay Baby Fold
Camp this summer. Please Keep
her and all the children attend-
» Ing camp in your prayers as they
¥ travel the Baby Fold journey
together. It is a mission that
makes a difference in the lives
of the youth that go as leaders and in the children’s
lives who attend. Start your day with a prayer for all
those involved with the camp this year. Put a note
on the refrigerator door, put a rock on the floor by
your bed, wear your watch on the wrong wrist, put a
note on the bath room mirror, have a note pop up on
your watch or computer — find a way to remember
the leaders, youth leaders and kids at Baby Fold each
and every day.

Thank you, thank you, thank you,
JoAnn Overholt

Congratulations to the
class of 2026!

They did it!! From pre-school and Kindergarten till
now They are standing on the edge of new begin-
nings, new challenges! Now to reference Dr. Suess,
Whatever you do, be it near or far, We know you’ll be
great. Because you already are!!

Our High School Grads include: Jack Armbruster,
Bright Reed, Catheryn Pipper

Our Grads from College and Jr. Colleges include:
Ben Armbruster, Carol Ann Lee, Kathryn Loyd,
Caden Settlemoir, Maggie Gleckler, Beatrice Shea,
Sadie Brillhart, Ryan Sullivan, Lucy Scales

Remember God loves you and there is nothing you
can do about it. You are surrounded by witnesses
who want to see you succeed. You are loved.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” — Jeremiah 29:11




Welcome New Member

Stacey Chavours recently joined the Laurel family, and is a Laurel neigh-
bor residing in Hawthorne Place. She is an educator and has worked for
District 186 for over 25 years. Along with time for her extended family, she
enjoys a variety of pursuits and interests. Stacey is a painter, an avid reader,
she takes time to write everyday, and is deeply committed to her religious
studies. Recently, she has been refining her pottery skills with studio time
at the Springfield Art Association. Stacey is married to Dennis and has 5
children, 10 grandchildren, 38 dogs and 2 cats.

People Of Distinction

The POD (Person of Distinct)
Award was presented to Mary My-
ers, Doug Hahn and Debb Watts on
Music Appreciation Sunday (Mary

at 8:30, Doug at 9:30, me at 10:45).

The POD blankets, which are
personalized and are stitched with
“Person of Distinction,” are created
by Stitch ‘n Go.

Update on the Agaiev Family,
Ukrainian Refugees

For the past three years the Laurel Peacemakers and the Questions of Faith
Sunday School class have worked in mission with the Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation ALUUC) to provide financial and
other support to Tunzala, Arzu and Hasan Agaiev, a refugee family from the
Ukrainian-Russian war. This support included two Peace with Justice grants
from the Great Rivers Conference and monetary donations from Laurel
members. The funds went to help pay for food, educational and transporta-
tion costs of the family. Unfortunately, the grant funds and Laurel donation
funds will run out in September. The grants can not be renewed.

Last October the Peacemakers and Questions of Fatih class sponsored a
luncheon for the family, members of ALUUC and Laurel members to meet
and learn more about the family’s story. More information is now available.
The family recently received approval to stay in the US until October 2027.
Unless an extension of the special Ukrainian refugee program is approved by
presidential action or either adult is approved to work with a green card, they
will have to return to Ukraine. Tunzala and Arzu will lose their eligibility for
health insurance in October 2026. Hasan is receiving educational services
designed to meet his special needs. Arzu is working as a Lyft driver and has
started an auto detail business. Tunzala is caring for Hasan, taking English
classes and working on the requirements to be approved to work as a nurse.
She also has started a baking business.

Tunzala home bakes special breads, dessert cakes, pastries, baklava and
cookies. She sells these at ALUCC services once or twice a month. According
to several Laurel members that have tried the baked goods, they are very
tasty. Consistent with Laurel’s strong commitment to mission work, the
Peacemakers and Questions of Faith members invited Tunzala to sell her
bake goods in Fellowship Hall on Sunday morning July 12th. This is a small
mission effort, but we believe an important one to help the Agaiev family
work toward their dream of a life in the United States away from the terrors
of war in Ukraine.
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Blood Drive

Once again, Laurel will be hosting a blood drive with Impact Life. Their mobile

BL 5/ OD will be here at Laurel on Sunday, September 27. We have been blessed with many

donors during previous drives. If you are thinking of being a donor this year, the

the 27th. Thank you for considering making this life-saving decision.

DRIVE cut off date for donating blood is August 2, in order for you to be able to donate on
2
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Caring Prayer List

July 12th -- July 18th

Gail Lehmann, Gary & Lori Maltby,
Sharon Poynter, Joanne Riedesel,
Richard & Rita Riedesel and Family,
Bob & Jan Grant

July 19th -- July 25th

Lilly Hurt, Arlan & Susan Juhl,
Ryan & Jennifer Juhl, Lawrence
Bapst & Susan Wilham & Family,
Brian & Sara Gleckler & Family

July 26th -- August 1st

Michelle Lee, Carol Ann Lee, Mi-
chael Lee, Olivia Lee, Allan Lee,
Carol Lee, Elizabeth Magee

August 2nd -- August 8th

Dan & Lynn Brown, Mark & Linda
Brown, Jeff Conant, Rocky & Sue
Cooper, Jerry & Virginia King, Bill
& Marjorie McGlasson

August 9th -- August 15th

Joyce & David Downey, Bob & Carol
Dyson, Dave & Sue Hage, Joesph

& Heidi Harrison, Benton, Rylee,
Alberta Heckel

August 16th -- August 20th
Florence Johnson, Ralph & Rhon-
da Howland, Justin & Anne Arm-
bruster, Ben, Jack, Matt Rice, Peggy
Ross-Jones

Dear Friends of the Card Makers,
the Flower Arrangers, and the Flow-
er Deliverers- May happy thoughts
surround you today because you did
a very nice gesture to me. The flow-
ers are still bright and perky. They
give me much pleasure. Thank you,
Shirley Distlehorst

Thank you so much to the Laurel
Family for the beautiful flowers and
card. Martha Reynolds

Happy Anniversary

Jack & Lynn Handy will celebrate
their 51st wedding anniversary on
August 2nd.

Dave & Sherry Montgomery will
celebrate their 55th wedding anni-
versary on August 7th.

Bob & Carolyn Stine will celebrate
their 62nd wedding anniversary on
August 8th.

Bill & Pam Andrew will celebrate
their 52nd wedding anniversary on
August 10th.

Dan & Lynn Brown will celebrate
their 57th wedding anniversary on
August 16th.

Tom & Barb Needham will celebrate
their 54th wedding anniversary on
August 19th..
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Follow Laurel on
Social Media

Dear friends,

We want to thank you for the beau-
tiful little pink roses that made up
our Blooms in June bouquet! What
a sweet expression of the love and
care we receive from our Laurel
Family.

I'm not sure you realize how spe-
cial a beautiful reminder of God’s
Love (shown through the hands of
His caring children) can mean to
those experiencing life challenges

Happy Birthday

Jeanne Gordon will celebrate her
96th birthday on July 29th.

Donna Means will celebrate her 91st
birthday on July 29th.

Kenneth Lynn will celebrate his 91st
birthday on August 5th.

Doris Rawlings will celebrate her
97th birthday on August 11th.

Esther Smith will celebrate her
92nd birthday on August 11th.

Upcoming Events

Diaper Depot

July 18th

10am-Noon LUMC Parking Lot
No early arrivals

Stitch ‘N Go

July 18th & August 11th
9:30am - 2:30pm
Fellowship Hall

Book Club

August 4th
6:00pm, Room 201
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but I can assure you that your effort
brought many days of reminders to
us. And the memory of that gift of
service lives on in our hearts.

Thank you for loving and caring for
us and giving of your time and tal-
ents to remind us of your love and
support. God bless you all!

--Den ans Bev Koller
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4:00pm (eat at 5:00pm])
157 Nottingham, Springfield

Everyone is invited!

Cook Out at the

Hamilton’s

It’s Great Family Fun!!
Sunday, Aug. 30

Meet at the home of Rev. John and
Ruth Ann Hamilton (157 Notting-
ham) at 4:00 p.m. for food, fellow-
ship and fun. We will plan to eat at
5:00 p.m.

If you can help organize this event
please let us know. We will need
Volunteers to help take tables, grill,
and other supplies to the Hamilton’s
home. This is usually loaded and
delivered after one of the church
services on that Sunday morning.
We will also need grill masters to
make sure the meat is perfect. More
volunteers will be needed to return
items to Laurel.

Come and bring your family and
friends!!!
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays at 8:30am
Worship with God’s House Band

Sundays at 9:30am
Blended Worship with Choirs and
Asbury Bells

Sundays at 9:30am

Faith Formation

(Sunday school for adults and
children)

Sundays at 10:45am
Traditional Worship with Chancel
Choir and Asbury Bells

At Laurel you'll find a welcom-
ing community that cares about
others, including YOU.




