
Is Your Tongue On Fire?
Pentecost, a word that translates as “tongues of fire” or the “Holy Spirit.” 
But what is it? Here are the cliff notes…

Gathering together to celebrate the Jewish harvest festival, Shavuot, the 
Apostles and disciples of Jesus experienced what is described as a great 
wind as they were filled with the Holy Spirit. With this they were given the 
gift of speaking in other languages. This was a significant gift consider-
ing they were to spread the word of Christianity around the world in the 
building of the Christian church. Pentecost is now known as the church’s 
birthday.

With birthdays come celebrations. Pentecost is rightfully the day to cele-
brate the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is a time for us to reflect on how the Holy 
Spirit has transformed each of us. How have we fostered our relationship 
with God? How can we put aside our own pride and agenda as we honor 
God’s will and glory? How can we continue to “build” the church?

Pentecost is May 28th this year. Come celebrate the birthday of the church 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit with us at Laurel.
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United Women in Faith
At their meeting on April 24, Lydia Circle packed 200 Personal Dignity 

Kits for Midwest Mission. Many of these kits are sent to Ukraine or  
other disaster sites around the world. Our thanks to all who donated  

to this project. Generosity, the heart of giving!

July 14 – July 21 
This camp is for high school stu-

dents. Each day, you work as a team 
with children from The Baby Fold—
giving these kids the best of the best 

summer camp experience. 

For this camp you must have com-
pleted your freshman year. One 

youth already registered and yes, 
Gary is going again this year!!  

Want to understand the experience? 
Feel free to ask Gary!

Article edited and reprinted from 
May 2021 Laurel Leaf.



Coming to Laurel UMC this Summer

Hero Hotline VBS Mini Camp

June 20, 21 and 22
Ready for some fun with the ultimate hero team? Hero Hotline 

VBS invites children of all ages to answer the call to serve God 
together. Join the Professor and Super Meer as young Heroes 
learn to strive for the things that bring peace and the things that 
build each other up as we are taught in Romans 14:19.

Through stories in both the Old and New Testaments, this VBS 
opens kids’ eyes to the countless ways God provides for Bible He-
roes through teams of supporting Bible Heroes who help make 
the mission possible through following Jesus, Helping Others, 
Working Together, Listening to God, and Showing Grace.

At the center of the Hero Hotline is a Hero Hotline Headquar-
ters, situated in a colorful underground cave. Here, Kids (or 
“Heroes”) will learn from the Professor, along with Super Meer 
(an adorable meerkat puppet), about the Hotline Tips (Daily 
Learnings).

The goal of this VBS is to help children learn to work together 
and share their gifts as they answer God’s call on their lives as 
they strive to bring peace and build each other up in this world.

Vacation Bible School (VBS) mini-camp is offered each summer 
for children 3 years old through second grade. It is an active 
learning experience designed to build faith. Children are encour-
aged to bring their friends, regardless of denomination or church 
home.

Thank you to a kind donor, VBS will be free  
to all children this year.

REGISTER NOW! 
Register by calling Laurel at 217 525-1866, in person or  

online at www.laurelumchurch.org/Children

Want to volunteer? We 
need Adult and Youth, 
3rd-4th-5th Graders!

Contact JoAnn Overholt:  
e-mail ( joverholt@laurelumchurch.org)  

Call Laurel 217-525-1866, Call or Text 
217-652-8137

Camping for all ages  
this summer!!
Thanks to our Laurel family, we have the funding for 
full rides for camp experiences to our church camps 
this summer!! There are camps with a wide range of 
interests and age groups. There are choices at East 
Bay, Little Grassy, Epworth and Beulah. Pick up a list 
of camps in the parlor or ask JoAnn Overholt for the 
listings. Our church camps provide great experienc-
es. Take advantage of this offer and send your kid to 
camp!!
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In the last month, your Celebration of Life Committee 
has assisted four Laurel families honor a loved one. 
In one week, we celebrated the lives of Anna Stauder 
and Joe Bringuet. Two weeks later, we celebrated Sue 
Royal and Cindy Lynn. Your committee and the staff 
planned and provided an appetizer/desert buffet with 
seating and table centerpieces in the parlor. They gave 
assistance to the families and mingled with the guests. 
Laurel is pleased and happy to serve its families and 
honor their loved ones in this way. You have a dedicated 
group willing to help so that lives may be celebrated. 
It is a mission of love for Laurel to offer these acts of 
hospitality. Please consider helping when a family is 
dealing with an end-of-life event. Thank you to all the 
people who feel the call to share in this mission. Your 
donations of time, effort and food preparation are ap-
preciated by the families and are a true example of the 
servant’s heart. 

—Celebration of Life Committee

The Parlor Decorations Committee 
A team of volunteers refresh the decor of the parlor 
as seasons come and go; sometimes wreaths and/or 
pillows change or candles or wall decor will be changed. 
The decor has begun to include the foyer and bath-
rooms in recent years. This is all done to help make 
Laurel a welcoming place for members and visitors 
alike. An ample supply of decoration items are stored 
on third floor to make this effort possible. 

The Parlor Decorations Committee was formed approx-
imately 22 years ago under the guidance of Carolyn 
Leach who was the Lay Ministries staff person at the 
time, and she recruited Debbie Garber, Karen Ettinger 
and Susan Juhl to help with the committee. In recent 
years, Karen Hagen has contributed her skills to the 
group. 

Many thanks to this committee for being diligent in up-
dating the Parlor decor from time to time. It helps give 
Laurel seasonal updates and it provides members and 
visitors with a more welcoming experience.

Towel Collection 
Seekers Class has had another successful donation event thanks to the 
generosity of the congregation. The towel collection for Helping Hands 
and Washington Street Mission grew into more than was expected. It 
has provided 99 bath towels, 140 washcloths, 32 hand towels, 1 bath-
room rug, 5 pillow cases, 1 twin sheet and 3 grocery bags of plastic 
eating utensils for a grand total of 278 individual items and a whole lot 
of knives, forks, and spoons.

3



This Is Why We Sing
By Deb Watts Elliott 

You will hear these lyrics in one of the anthems our 
combined choirs bring to you on May 21, which is Music 
and Worship Appreciation Sunday. This is a day set aside 
once each year to recognize and celebrate the dedication 
of our choir members, soloists, small ensembles, and 
instrumentalists who keep the music ministry at Laurel 
strong. These people spend many, many hours of their 
free time gathering to rehearse, going through the music 
time after time under the leadership of Doug Hahn to 
make it into the fine product you hear during worship, 
and in the course of those activities, moving chairs, 
music stands, and instruments, but most importantly, 
laughing and enjoying fellowship together.  

From September through May, the Laurel Chorale, 
Chancel Choir, and Asbury Bells provide anthems 
during the 9:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. services. From 
June through August, anthems during those services 
are brought to you by soloists, duets, and small ensem-
bles. Laurel has been richly blessed with many talented 
individuals in our church family who supply high quality 

A sound of hope, a sound of peace, a sound 
that celebrates and speaks what we believe.  

A sound of love, a sound so strong.  
It’s amazing what is given when  

we share a song.  

Sooth a soul, mend a heart, bring together 
lives that have been torn apart.  

Share the joy, find a friend. It’s a  
never-ending gift that circles back again.  

Music builds a bridge;  
it can tear down a wall.  

Music is a language that  
can speak to one and all!  

This is why we sing, why we lift our voice,  
why we stand as one in harmony.  

Take my hand and sing with me.  
This is why we sing! 
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music all year long. God’s House Band, comprised of the 
finest musicians in the Springfield area, rocks the house 
at 8:30 a.m. all year long with everything from contem-
plative communion background music and beautifully 
led hymns to sophisticated rock and jazz arrangements 
of beloved hymns old and new. Laurel’s recorded services 
each week feature the LUMC Three (Gabe Cowan, Mary 
E. Myers, and Deb Watts Elliott), in addition to selec-
tions from God’s House Band, our choirs, and many so-
loists. Thad Lolling, Laurel’s Online Worship Producer , 
provides tech support and brings those recorded services 
to you through the wonders of technology.  

Others being celebrated today are those who set up, 
refill, and clean up our much-appreciated coffee ministry 
and those who serve as van drivers, van driver assistants, 
greeters, ushers, communion servers, and liturgists. You 
make our Sunday morning worship work, and we are 
grateful!  

The Laurel family has been blessed, and we desire to let 
our little light shine. This truly is why we sing!
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June 11 - Laurel Bowls Together 
3:00-6:00pm at King Pin Lanes, 3115 E. Sangamon Ave. 
Cost: $10.00 - includes bowling, shoe rental and Pizza!!! 
Sign up in the parlor, call the church office 217 -525-1866, 

call or text JoAnn 217-652-8137

June 24 - Paint the Street 
Noon on Washington Street between 5th & 6th

July 14 - Beauty and the Beast 
8:30pm at Springfield Muni Opera

July 22 – Lucky Horseshoes Baseball/Fireworks Night   
6:30pm at the Robin Roberts Stadium

August 27 - All Church Picnic at the Hamilton’s 
4:00-7:00pm at 157 Nottingham Road

Don’t Forget Laurel’s Musical Members...

Andy VanDeVoort, Violet Filipiak, Olivia Lee, and Michael Lee will be 
participating in the 114th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry at the Flag 
Retreat ceremonies at Lincoln’s Tomb, Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, 

every Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m. This event is free and open to the public.  

Mary E. Myers and Melissa Blankestyn will play in the orchestra for  
The Color Purple, May 12-14 and May 19-21 at the Hoogland Center for the 

Arts. Tickets are available at hcfta.org or by calling 217.523.2787. 

LUMC Diaper Depot is working hard to ensure the 
children of this community have diapers when in need. 
These Diaper Drives are made possible with your do-
nations. We are currently collecting money, Target Gift 
Cards, and wipes. If you would like to purchase diapers 
check out our Registry below, one box of diapers pur-
chased from the registry can assist approximately 6 
children. Any questions contact Kathryn Gowda 512-
905-1440.

Donate to the Diaper Depot Target Registry online at 
www.laurelumchurch.org/Ministry/Sharing-Ministries

Blooms in June
Help is needed in putting togeth-
er this year’s Blooms in June. We 
just need volunteers. We have the 
vases and flowers. We need help 
putting them together and deliv-
ering them. On June 10th at 9:00 
AM in the Fellowship Hall we 
will be putting the vases together. 
Upon completion, we need help 
delivering them Saturday and 
Sunday. There will be a display in 
the parlor on Sunday, June 11th 
for those vases that didn’t get 
delivered.

Contact the church office to let us 
know if you can volunteer, 217-
525-1866.
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Caring Prayer List
May 14th -- May 20th 
Shirley Distlehorst, Howard Hen-
nessey, Gene & Lisa Kamp, Tom 
& Lacy Michael, Izabella, Lauren, 
Mary Suddarth, Kenneth Crutcher, 
Sandy Jurgens

May 21st -- May 27th 
Jayne Bertoglio, David & April 
Cook, Jessica, Peyton, Jacob & 
Devyn Davidson, John & Kelley Da-
vidson, Patrick & Vera O’Donnell, 
George O’Ravis, Jeff & Robin Small, 
Patrick & Stephanie Small, Casey, 
Meghann & Alex Starnes

May 28th -- June 3rd 
Bradley Livingston, Donna Means, 
Tom & Barb Needham, Dereatha 
Pratt, Ken & Vickie Smith, Michael 
Strohm, Clayson, Dirkson, Bill 
Suiter

June 4th -- June 10th  
Christopher Albanese, Sarah & 
Dennis Albanese, Michael, Jillian, 
Steve & Jane Bradley, Carol Callar-
man, Jaqueline Harmon

June 11th -- June 17th 
Michael & Cozette Knight, Connie 
Magee, Angela & Keith Miller, Elise, 
Raegan, Marty Milligan, Karen 
Vogt, Anna Grace Palmer-Vogt

Sharing Our  
Condolences
Cindy Lynn passed away on April 
15th

Let’s Celebrate!
George and Jean Hanson will cele-
brate their 60th wedding anniversa-
ry on June 8th.

Bill & Karen Ettinger will celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
June 9th.

Paul & Jackie Carey will celebrate 
their 56th wedding anniversary on 
June 17th.

Linc & Marjorie Cochran will cele-
brate their 56th wedding anniversa-
ry on June 17th.

John & Ruth Ann Hamilton will 
celebrate their 56th wedding anni-
versary on June 18th.

Tom & Nancy Wilkison will cele-
brate their 60th wedding anniversa-
ry on June 22nd.

Happy Birthday
Thelma Hauger will turn 91 on May 
18th.

Bobbie Johnson will turn 94 on 
May 27th.

Marilyn Hindson will turn 93 on 
June 6th.

Special Offering  
Sundays
May 21st Contact Ministries 
Contact Ministries serves the great-
er Springfield community by provid-
ing food, shelter, clothing, financial 
assistance, referrals, and life skills 
education and training through 
Christ’s love and compassion.

June 4th Peace with Justice

June 11th Asbury Children’s Supper 
Hour

June 25th Kumler Outreach Minis-
tries

“Thank You for making our children and families a pri-
ority! The Baby Fold could not provide the life-chang-
ing programs and services, nor could we better our 
communities, without support of great friends like you. 
We are grateful of your recent gift and for the important 
role you play in helping our families and children to 
have the resources they need to thrive.”

Yours for the children, 
Aimee Beam & Dianne Schultz

“Thank you for celebrating our Anniversary and Kent’s 
birthday. The cake and cupcakes were delicious. We 
enjoyed them. We also thank you for the cards and gifts. 
We appreciate your love and support.”

-Kent and Atsuko Lolling

“Thanks for the good food and real cute things you 
made and meaningful poems.”

-Marvan Stauder

Thank you!

God’s Housekeeping
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Stitch ‘N Go
May 23rd & June 13th

9:30am - 2:00pm

LUMC Fellowship Hall

If you sew, knit, crochet, can trace 
or cut patterns, iron, make coffee, or 
visit with others, this is a group you 
will want to check out. 

Laurel Book Club
June 6th, 6:00pm

LUMC Room 201

The book for June is Meet Me at the 
Museum By Anne Youngson

Cards of Caring
May 16th, 6:00pm

LUMC Fellowship Hall

EVERYONE is invited to come 
make birthday and anniversary 
cards for people in the church.

Visit the website for a complete 
calendar at  
www.laurelumchurch.org/events

 

Upcoming Events Laurel United 
Methodist Church
631 South Grand Avenue West, 
Springfield, IL 62704
217-525-1866 
www.laurelumchurch.org

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays at 8:30am 
Worship with God’s House Band

Sundays at 9:30am 
Blended Worship with Choirs and 
Asbury Bells

Sundays at 9:30am 
Faith Formation 
(Sunday school for adults and 
children)

Sundays at 10:45am 
Traditional Worship with Chancel 
Choir and Asbury Bells

At Laurel you’ll find a welcom-
ing community that cares about 

Laurel United Methodist Church

631 South Grand Avenue West, 
Springfield, IL 62704
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